
Progression in Transcription and Spelling Skills and Knowledge evidenced in Dictation. Y1-Y6 

Term  Nursery  Reception  Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

A
U

TU
M

N
 

 
Demonstrates 
auditory memory 
of 2 objects  
 
Listen and 
discriminate 
environmental 
sounds around 
them  
 
Follows 1 step 
instructions  

 
Write from 
memory single 
words dictated that 
are: 
 

• matched  to 
known 
GPCs and 
Phonic 
Phase  

• matched to 
taught 
letter 
formation  

 
Write from memory 
simple sentences that 
include : 
 

• Words matched 
to known GPCs 
and phonic 
Phase 

• common 
exception words 
taught so far 

• HFWs taught so 
far  

• Words that 
contain the 
same 
handwriting 
patterns and 
joins  

• Capital letter 
and full stops to 
demarcate 
beginning and 
end of a 
sentence 

 
Refer to Year R 
common  exception 
/HFWs words 

 
Write from memory 
simple sentences with 
accuracy, that include: 

• words using 
taught GPCs 
including 
alternative 
spellings  

• words ending in -
er  

• common 
exception words* 

• Proper nouns  

• Capital letter and 
full stops to 
demarcate 
beginning and 
end of a sentence 

• Words that 
contain the same 
handwriting 
patterns and 
joins  

 
*Refer to Year 1 
common  exception 
words  

 
Write from memory 
sentences that 
include:   

• Year 2 
punctuation 
and spellings.* 

• conjunctions: 
and, or, but. 

• when, if, that,  
because. 

• Words that 
contain the 
same 
handwriting 
patterns and 
joins  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Refer to Essential 
Spelling Year 2 term 3  

 
Write from memory 
sentences that include:   

• Year 3 
punctuation 
and spellings 
patterns and 
conventions  * 

• Commas to 
demarcate lists 

• Direct speech 
demarcation  

• Apostrophes 

(omission and 

possession) 

• Words that 
contain the 
same 
handwriting 
patterns and 
joins  

 

 
Refer to Essential 
Spelling Year 3 term 3 

 
Write from memory 
sentences that 
include:   

• Year 4 
punctuation 
and spelling 
patterns and 
conventions  

• Words 
included in the 
Year 3/4 
statutory 
spelling lists 

• Commas to 
demarcate 
clauses 

• Apostrophes 
for plural 
possession 

• Direct speech 
 

 
 
Refer to Essential 
Spelling Year 4 term 3  

 
Write from memory 
sentences that 
include:   

• Year 5 
punctuation 
and spelling 
patterns and 
conventions * 

• Words 
included in the 
Year 5/6 
statutory 
spelling lists 

• Commas to 
Demarcate 
subordinate 
and relative 
clauses.   

• Apostrophes 
for omission, 
and singular 
and plural 
possession  
 

Refer to Essential 
Spelling Year 5 term 3  

 
 
 
 
 



   

SP
R
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Understands 
sequential 
auditory memory 
language i.e. first, 
next, last. 
 
Demonstrates 
auditory memory 
of 3 objects. 
 
Follows 1/2 step 
instructions 
 
 

 
Write from 
memory 
phrases or simple 
sentences that 
include:  

• Words 
matched to 
known 
GPCs and 
phonic 
Phase  

• common 
exception 
words and 
HFWs 
taught so 
far 

• Words that 
contain the 
same 
handwriting 
patterns  

 
Write from memory 
simple sentences that 
include : 
 
 

• words matched 
to known and 
Phonic Phase 

• common 
exception words 
and HFWs 
taught so far 

• words using the 
suffixes -s, -es 
and –ing 

• the word ‘and’ 
to join words or 
clauses   

• Words that 
contain the 
same 
handwriting 
patterns and 
joins  

• Capital letter 
and full stops to 
demarcate 
beginning and 
end of a 
sentence 
 

 
Write from memory 
simple and compound 
sentences that include : 
 

•  words containing 
alternative GPCs 
and taught 
spelling patterns  

• Common 
exception words  

• compound words 

• suffixes and 
contracted forms 

• Words that 
contain the same 
handwriting 
patterns and 
joins  

• Capital letters to 
demarcate 
proper nouns and 
beginnings of 
sentences 
 

 
Write from memory 
sentences that include 
: 
 
 

• Apostrophes 
(omission and 
possession) 

• Common 
exception 
words 

• Year 3/4 
statutory 
spelling words 

• Words that 
contain the 
same 
handwriting 
patterns and 
joins  

 
 

 

 
Write from memory 
sentences that include:   
 

• Words included 
in the Year 3/4 
statutory 
spelling lists 

• Commas to 
demarcate 
clauses and 
fronted 
adverbials 

• Apostrophes 
(omission and 
possession)  

• Direct speech 

• Words that 
contain the 
same 
handwriting 
patterns and 
joins  

 
 

 
 

 
Write from memory 
sentences that 
include:   
 

• Words 
included in the 
Year 5/6 
statutory 
spelling lists 

• Commas to 
Demarcate 
subordinate 
and  relative 
clauses.   

• Apostrophes 
for omission, 
and singular 
and plural 
possession  

 

 
Write from memory 
sentences that 
include:   
 

• Words 
included in the 
Year 5/6 
statutory 
spelling lists 
and related 
spelling 
families  

• Parenthesis- 
brackets and 
dashes  

• Semi-colons, 
colons and 
dashes  



 

 

Resources:   EYFS :  Launchpad to Literacy – auditory memory strand  

                            Year R/ 1 /2  Little Wandle Spelling Units   “How to’ videos – 3 dictation videos  

                             Year 2 : Little Wandle Year 2 Spelling  word Lists  

      KS2 : Sentences from Essential Spelling  

 

SUMMER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Demonstrate 
auditory memory 
of 4/5  objects. 
 
Can orally segment 
cvc words  
 
Follows 2/3  step 
instructions 

 

 
Write from 
memory 
simple sentences 
that include:  

• Words 
matched to 
known 
GPCs and 
phonic 
Phase  

• common 
exception 
words and 
HFWs 
taught so 
far 

• Words that 
contain the 
same 
handwriting 
patterns  

• Capital 
letter and 
full stops to 
demarcate 
beginning 
and end of 
a sentence 

 

 

 
Write from memory 
simple sentences that 
include : 
 

• words using the 
GPCs and 
common 
exception words 
taught so far 

• Proper nouns  

• words 
containing 
alternative 
spellings of the 
same sound. 

• Conjunctions  
• Words that 

contain the 
same 
handwriting 
patterns 

• Capital letter 
and full stops to 
demarcate 
beginning and 
end of a 
sentence 

 

 
Write from memory 
simple sentence(s) that 
include : 
 

• Common 
exception words  

• Compound words 

• The 4 sentence 
types and related 
punctation.  

• suffixes  

• apostrophes for 
omission and 
singular 
possession.  

• Commas to 
separate items 
on a list  

• Words that 
contain the same 
handwriting 
patterns and 
joins  

 

 

 
Write from memory 
sentences that 
include: 
 

• Punctuation 
taught and 
revised 
including 
inverted 
commas for 
speech 

• Spelling 
conventions 
and patterns 
taught in Year 3 

(including 

exceptions)  
• Words that 

contain the 
same 
handwriting 
patterns and 
joins  

 

 

 
Write from memory 
sentences that include:   
 

• Words included 
in the Year 3/4 
statutory list 
and related 
spelling families  

• Commas to 
demarcate 
clauses , fronted 
adverbials and 
lists.  

• Apostrophes 
(omission and 
possession)  

• Direct speech 

• Words that 
contain the 
same 
handwriting 
patterns and 
joins  

 
 

 

 
Write from memory 
sentences that 
include:   
 

• Words 
included in the 
Year 5/6 
statutory 
spelling lists 
and related 
spelling 
families  

• Parenthesis- 
brackets and 
dashes  

• Semi-colons 
and colons  

 
Write from memory 
sentences that 
include:   
 

• Words 
included in the 
Year 5/6 
statutory 
spelling lists 
and related 
spelling 
families  

• Sentences that 
apply taught 
punctuation 
from YR5/6 

 


